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DLCA SECURES COURT VICTORY ENFORCING SUBPOENA
AUTHORITY IN FUEL PRICING INVESTIGATION
Businesses Urged to Comply or Contact DLLCA Legal Counsel Immediately

(U.S. Virgin Islands) The Department of Licensing and Consumer Affairs (DLCA) announces
a significant legal victory in its ongoing investigation into fuel pricing practices across the
Territory. The Superior Court of the Virgin Islands has granted DLCA’s Petition for
Enforcement of Administrative Subpoena in the matter of DLCA v. Elgadi Enterprises, LLC,
affirming the Department’s authority to compel the production of business records relevant to
consumer protection investigations.

In its Memorandum Opinion and Order dated March 23, 2026, the Court rejected constitutional
challenges raised by the defendant and upheld DLCA’s statutory authority to issue and enforce
subpoenas under Virgin Islands law. The Court further confirmed that DLCA is empowered to
conduct investigations into pricing practices affecting consumers and to require the production
of records necessary to carry out that mandate.

“This ruling is a clear affirmation of the Department’s responsibility and authority to protect
consumers and ensure fairness in the marketplace,” said Commissioner H. Nathalie Hodge.
“The Court has validated our efforts to obtain critical information necessary to understand fuel
pricing and to ensure that consumers in the Virgin Islands are not subjected to unjustified
costs.”

The DLCA’s investigation seeks information including, but not limited to:

o Retail fuel sales records

e Wholesale purchase invoices

e Transportation and delivery costs
e Operating expenses and overhead

These records are essential to evaluating pricing structures and determining whether pricing
practices are consistent with applicable laws and regulations. The DLCA, therefore, is urging
all fuel retailers and related businesses that have not yet complied with administrative
subpoenas to take immediate action. Businesses are strongly encouraged to contact the DLCA
Office of Legal Counsel to address any outstanding requests and to avoid further legal
enforcement proceedings.

Failure to comply with duly issued administrative subpoenas may result in additional
enforcement actions, including petitions filed in the Superior Court to compel compliance.
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The DLCA remains committed to transparency, fairness, and accountability in the marketplace.
This ruling represents an important step forward in ensuring that businesses operating in the
Territory adhere to lawful practices and that consumers are protected from unfair or deceptive
pricing.

For assistance or to respond to outstanding requests, businesses may contact:

DLCA Office of Legal Counsel

Department of Licensing and Consumer Affairs
Email: geraldine.vaval@dlca.vi.gov

Phone: (340) 713-3522
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The Bryan-Roach Administration is investing in the Territory’s people, infrastructure, and
future through transparency, stabilizing the economy, restoring trust in the government, and
ensuring that recovery projects are completed as quickly as possible. Visit transparency.vi.gov
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